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Name: ____________________________________ 
Date: _______________________ 

 
Fourth Quarter 

Independent Reading Requirements 
RR and RP Due Dates 

 
 You are responsible for reading 90 minutes per week. This is independent reading, 
which means you are reading on your own time. In-class SSR time can be included in your 
independent reading time. The Hunger Games series, Twilight series, Maze Runner series, and 
the Divergent Series are not allowed as reading options for your independent reading 
requirements.   
 You get to choose what to read. There are no minimum page requirements, just that 
you finish the book by the end of the quarter. Your book can be anything -  fiction or non-
fiction. It must be something you have not previously read. 
 Fill out an Independent Reading Project approval slip with the title of your book and 
how you plan on getting your book. This is due by _______________.  Your book must be 
approved by me by ___________________________.  
 You will read your book over the next six weeks. Every three weeks you will answer 
two (2) of the following questions. These responses are called your Independent Reading 
Responses (RRs). These are well-thought out, well-written (in complete quality sentences) responses 
to two questions, each time.  You must respond to two questions to receive full credit for the 
assignment. Responding to only one question will result in a 50% grade, no matter how well written! 
 Books need to be completed in order to present your Independent Reading Project 
(RP).  Your RP is due ___________________. You will present your project to the class the 
next week. Your project will be graded using both a Project Rubric and an Oral Presentation 
Rubric. 
 
Please note the following dates:    
 

__________________: Last day to turn in Book Approval slip. 
__________________: Last day to have your book approved. 
________________________:  1st RR due (answer two questions!) 
________________________:  2nd RR due (answer two questions!) 
________________________: Reading Project due 
________________________: Reading Project in-class presentations   
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Q4: RR Options  
 

Instructions: Choose from the following options. You may not answer the same question more than once. 
Answer each question on your own paper in a well-written paragraph of complete quality sentences. Your 
responses should reflect what you have read during the three weeks.  All RRs have a writing requirement. 
Failure to include a written response as a part of your RR will result in a failing grade. 
 At the top of your paper, include the title and author of your book, as well as the page numbers 
read over the past two weeks. Example:  
 

IRR #2  
Title:  Mascot 

Author:  Antony John 
Pages: 74-121 

 

 
Choose two (2) of the following for each RR: 
 
  1. Theme. What is a theme of your book? This is an expository essay response. You must have a 
thesis statement, three PIEs, and a concluding statement. This will be a bit longer than a regular expository 
paragraph, as your explanations need to explore, thoroughly, how the author develops the theme in the book. 
 
 2. Create a PLOT MOUNTAIN of the events in your book. You must have finished, or nearly 
finished, your book to do this option. You must have at least 15 events on your mountain, with a 3-4 
sentence explanation of each event. An example of a plot mountain is included with this assignment. You may 
use legal-sized paper for this assignment. 
 
 3. Create a figurative language dictionary from phrases and words used in your book. Comb 
through the writing on the pages to find how the author uses figurative language devices and provide 
examples and explanations of each in your dictionary. Figurative language devices include metaphor, simile, 
symbolism, onomatopoeia, repetition, alliteration, hyperbole, personification, puns, oxymorons, imagery, 
allusion, portmanteau and idiom.  You must identify the figurative language device, include the quote it 
appears in, list the page number, and give a 1-2 sentence explanation of how it is used and what it means, in 
the context of your book.  
 
 4. Review the book. You MUST complete the book to choose this option. This response will stay in 
classroom in a notebook for other students to read. It is your recommendation (or not) to read the book! You must 
complete all parts, a-e, to get full credit for this option. 
 a.) Write a summary of the book and its plot. 
 b) List the characters, with a 3-4 sentence description of each one. 
 c) Provide a picture of the cover page. List the author's name, total number of pages, genre, and 
whether the book is in a series, and what number it is in the series. 
 d) Give your opinion about the book, by citing at least three (3) examples and one (1) quote from the 
book to support why you think it is an interesting book (or not).  
 e) Would you recommend it to others? Why or why not? Cite at least two reasons why or why not. 
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Q4: IRP Options 
 

 You have a long, hot summer ahead, and you're going to need some reading material to 
get you through to 8th grade. It is your job to convince us, the class, to read your book. No 
matter which option you choose, the idea is to SELL your book, so we want to read it! 
 

Instructions:  Choose ONE of the following options for your book project. Complete all 
pieces of the project. Projects should be colorful, creative, and in final draft format. You will 
present your RP to the class and be graded on an Oral Presentation Rubric. 

 
Option #1:  Write a short script of your book. The script must be at least three (3) pages, 
with dialogue, stage directions, setting descriptions and a narrator. Your presentation is to 
read an excerpt of your script (one page) to class, enough to "hook" us all on your book!  You 
may choose to do a Readers Theater presentation. If you do, please have copies made for all 
readers of the script.  
 
Option #2 : Create a book trailer for your book. Re-enact the main storyline of your book, 
using video clips, pictures, music, voice-overs or other digital tools.  It needs to be 2 minutes 
or less. Please save it to a flash drive or Google share it with me. You will need to explain 
what you did to create your trailer as a part of your presentation, after the class watches the 
trailer.  
 
Option #3: Create a puppet show of your book. You may work in groups of up to five (5) to 
create this project option. You are responsible for all puppets and props. A written script is 
required. This may be a series of storyboards, with written descriptions of sets, dialogue, 
action and narration. The puppet show may not be longer than three (3) minutes. 
 
Option #4:  Convince your classmates to read your book over the summer in a two minute 
speech. You must turn in the written speech. Memorization is preferred, and you may use cue 
cards or Power Point slides as memory aids. Please do not read your speech to the class, word-
for-word.   
 
  


